


# Keeping records for the Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) 
Find out what records you must keep for CBAM if you're the registered liable person for your company.
You will need to keep the following records in written or electronic form for 6 years from either the: 
· date they were created  
· end of the accounting period they relate to  
You may be charged a fixed penalty of £500 if you do not keep records for CBAM. 
Different penalties may apply if you do not provide information or documents when asked.
## Goods and import records you must keep
You will need to keep records of CBAM goods imported from 1 January 2027. This will need to include the: 
· 8-digit commodity code and description  
· date of import into the UK 
· value  
· weight 
· proof of UK origin (if applicable) 
Records can be customs declarations (if they contain this information). They could also be other documents relating to imported CBAM goods. These might be from manufacturers, to show the weight of goods, or from suppliers, to display the value.
 
You will also need to keep records of: 
· the quarter in which the goods passed the tax point (when the goods first enter the UK or they cleared customs) 
· evidence for any exemptions from CBAM [link to Check if you need to register for CBAM guide]
### Customs documents
If you're using a customs document as a record for imported CBAM goods, this could include: 
· customs declarations
· import entry acceptance advice 
· bill of lading documents 
· discharge of a customs procedure (other than temporary admission) 
· commercial documents, including record of movement of goods in the UK 
· UK customs duty documents, including eligibility for relief 
· repayment or remission of duty documents 
· evidence of UK origin materials, already carbon taxed, in reimported goods
### Embodied emissions data 
If you use actual emissions data, you will need to keep records of the embodied emissions. You'll need to record these in tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalents (tCO2e).
Embodied emissions include: 
· direct emissions related to production processes of CBAM goods — for example, emissions released when burning gas to heat up raw materials
· relevant precursor goods — in-scope CBAM goods used as inputs in the production process of complex goods also within scope of CBAM 
Not in scope are indirect emissions — mainly from electricity to run production facilities.
The data will need to be independently verified. We'll publish further detail on verification requirements before 1 January 2027. 
If emissions data is not available to you, you must apply a default emissions value. 
We’ll set the default emissions values for CBAM goods later this year.
### The weight of goods 
Records of weight of imported CBAM goods must show the net weight (excluding packaging) in kilograms. This should be the weight of the CBAM good at time of import into the UK.
When you register for CBAM, you need to provide estimates of the weight of CBAM goods you expect to import in the next 12 months. You'll need to provide an estimate for each sector (aluminium, cement, fertilisers, iron and steel, hydrogen).
Keep evidence of how you estimated weight. You can register from 1 January 2028.
When you complete CBAM returns, you will need to know the actual weight of the imported CBAM goods in that returns period. 
You may be able to get this information from your customs declarations or supplier. You’re responsible for getting the information about the correct weight.
We’ll provide guidance on monitoring and reporting embodied emissions later this year.
[bookmark: _Int_5zhjk3ew]## Tax relief and repayment records you must keep 
You can claim relief if you have already paid a charge on CBAM goods in a qualifying carbon pricing scheme [(link to Carbon Price Relief guide]).
You’ll first need to multiply the embodied emissions by the specific UK CBAM rate to get the effective carbon price. 
Keep verification documents, completed by a suitable verifier, as evidence for your calculation.
### Carbon price relief
If you are claiming carbon price relief [link to Carbon Price Relief guide] via your CBAM return, you will need to keep records of the following:
· the carbon pricing scheme your CBAM goods were subject to   
· how they qualify for carbon price relief — including verified effective carbon price calculations 
· which elements of the qualifying carbon price scheme you used to decide the price 
· how you adjusted down the CBAM liability — including exchange rates used to convert to pounds sterling (GBP)
### Repayment claims records
You need to keep records of claims for CBAM-related repayments from HMRC. These details include the:
· reason for the claim
· date the error was found
· accounting period which the claim relates to
· full details of the CBAM goods (from the relevant return)
· date the CBAM liability was originally paid
You’ll need to keep these records for 6 years from the date you send the claim. 
You should also keep records of who is reimbursed from these repayments, including:
· names and addresses of each person the claimant reimburses or plans to reimburse
· the amount to be reimbursed to each person
· amount of interest included in the total amount reimbursed to each person 
· date that each reimbursement was made
These records need to be kept for the period of 6 years beginning with the either (whichever is later) the:
· last day of the accounting period to which the records relate
· day the claimant makes the reimbursement to which the records relate
## Exemption from CBAM records you must keep
You need to keep records for imported goods you believe are exempt from the scope of CBAM. 
Goods can be exempt if:
· they are for private use  
· they are of UK origin  
· they are a UK produced precursor good 
· Returned Goods Relief is available  
· they came into the UK under temporary admission with full relief from customs duty 
### Private use
Keep records of any CBAM goods that you import to the UK for private use. This could include:
· evidence of the good being used to build something for private use
· proof that you still own the goods
· proof of how you use the goods for private use
### UK origin
Keep records of any CBAM goods you import which are of UK origin (under the non-preferential rules of origin). This could include:
· production records
· invoices
· accounting details
· suppliers’ declarations 
· any information you have relied on as ‘importers knowledge’
### UK produced precursor goods
Keep records of any CBAM goods you import which are partially made using UK produced precursor goods. This includes:
· proof that the precursor good was produced in the UK
· evidence from the manufacturer of the CBAM good that the UK produced precursor good has been used in the creation of the imported CBAM good 
### Returned Good Relief
Keep records of Returned Goods Relief if you reimport unaltered CBAM goods to the UK within 3 years of export. This includes:
· proof of earlier UK export
· proof of reimport to the UK within 3 years
· evidence the goods are in the same state
· customs declarations for reimport
· serial or batch numbers or packing lists
· evidence supporting no CBAM liability
### Temporary admission with full relief 
Keep records of goods which enter the UK under temporary admission with full relief from import duty. This includes:
· evidence that the good is eligible for full relief 
· the import declaration (showing full relief) for the good entering the UK
· proof that the goods are complying with the terms of temporary admission, for example, the good has not been released into free circulation
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