


Check if you need to register for Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM)
If you import selected CBAM goods into the UK from the aluminium, cement, fertiliser, hydrogen, iron and steel sectors you may need to register for the tax.

## Check if you’re liable to register
From 1 January 2027 you'll be liable for CBAM and must register if all the following apply:
1. You’re classed as the importer.
2. You’re [importing CBAM goods](link to goods in scope page).
3. The CBAM goods you’re importing contribute towards the registration threshold.
4. The total value of the CBAM goods that you’ve imported in the last 12 months or expect to import in the next 30 days is £50,000 or more.
You do not need to include CBAM goods that you imported into the UK before 1 January 2027 when considering if you’re liable to register.
If you’re importing CBAM goods into the UK from 1 January 2027 you must keep checking if you:
· need to register
· should still be registered
If you become liable to register:
· in the first calendar year of CBAM, which is from 1 January 2027 to 31 December 2027, you’ll have until 31 January 2028 to register
· from 1 January 2028, you’ll have 30 days from the date that you become liable to register
## Check if you’re classed as the importer
[bookmark: _Int_uXJw4IT9]You’ll be classed as the importer if you’re an individual or organisation importing CBAM goods into the UK and are responsible for paying any customs import duties due when releasing that good into free circulation on the UK market.
An organisation can be a:
· small and medium-sized enterprise
· large business
· government department or other public authority carrying out business for commercial purposes
If someone is importing CBAM goods on your behalf, you’ll still be classed as the importer.
Someone importing CBAM goods on your behalf could be:
· an employee
· a freight forwarder
· a haulier (driver)
· a customs broker
· a tax agent (acting on your behalf)
## Check if you’re importing CBAM goods
You may need to register if you import selected CBAM goods from the following sectors:
· aluminium
· cement
· fertiliser
· hydrogen
· iron and steel
## Goods that are in scope of the tax
Check if the CBAM goods that you’re importing are in scope of the tax [link to goods in scope guide].
## Importing CBAM goods that may not contribute towards the registration threshold
There may be cases where the CBAM goods you’re importing do not contribute towards the registration threshold because they’re exempt from CBAM.
This could be because the CBAM goods:
· are for private use 
· are of UK origin
· are UK-produced precursor CBAM goods
· have returned goods relief available 
· are under temporary admission
· have been processed under a special customs procedure
### Importing CBAM goods for private use
Private use may include importing CBAM goods to:
· build your own house (using cement)
· build a roof on your house (using aluminium)
· build a sculpture for decorative purposes, such as an accessory in your garden (using iron and steel)
Commercial use is when you plan to do one or more of the following with the CBAM goods:
· sell them
· use them to provide a service
· use them in your business to make a profit, for example using fertiliser on your crops to sell to wholesalers, distributors or directly to the public (such as farmers’ markets or delivering the products to customers’ homes) and so on
· use them temporarily for private use before you sell them, use them to provide a service or to make a profit
These are not full lists.
### Importing CBAM goods of UK origin
If you import CBAM goods of UK origin, they’re exempt from CBAM and will not contribute towards the registration threshold.
### Importing UK-produced precursor CBAM goods
Precursor CBAM goods are CBAM goods used in the production process of complex CBAM goods (goods with multiple CBAM and non-CBAM components). 
The emissions embodied in UK-produced precursor CBAM goods will not be in scope of CBAM if they were:
· originally of UK origin
· exported outside of the UK
· made into a complex CBAM good (the resulting second CBAM good), then the resulting complex CBAM good is re-imported into the UK
You’ll still need to check if the resulting complex CBAM goods are in scope of CBAM (LINK to page listing goods in scope).
If they are, they’ll count towards the registration threshold when they’re re-imported into the UK. The value that will count towards the registration threshold is the value of the complex CBAM goods minus the value of the UK-produced precursor CBAM goods. 
### Importing CBAM goods with returned goods relief
If you import CBAM goods into the UK and returned goods relief is available for those goods, their value will not contribute towards the registration threshold when both of the following apply: 
· within 3 years of their export, you re-import all the CBAM goods back into the UK
· they're re-imported in the same state (none of the components or parts have changed) that you exported them
If you import CBAM goods into Northern Ireland which are Union goods, or you move at risk goods from Northern Ireland to Great Britain, and returned goods relief is available under the Union Customs Code, the value of these CBAM goods will not contribute towards the registration threshold when both of the following apply:
· they’re re-imported within 3 years 
· they're returned and released for free circulation for the same end use
This relief applies whether you or someone else originally imported the CBAM goods. 
### Importing CBAM goods under temporary admission
If you import CBAM goods into the UK under temporary admission, the value of these goods will not count towards the registration threshold if they have received full relief from customs duties. 
If these CBAM goods are later subject to customs duties, they will count towards the registration threshold from that point.
If you import CBAM goods into the UK with only partial relief or no relief from customs duties they will count towards the registration threshold.
Find out more about temporary admission with partial relief on goods imported to the UK temporarily.
### Importing CBAM goods that enter the UK under a special customs procedure
If you import CBAM goods that enter the UK under a special customs procedure they will not be considered in scope of CBAM unless they’re released into free circulation in the UK. 
If you import CBAM goods that enter the UK under a special customs procedure but are never imported into the UK (you do not pay any customs duties, and they’re not released into free circulation) they will not count towards the registration threshold. 
Special customs procedures could include:
· inward processing 
· outward processing 
· a UK freeport customs site
· authorised use 
· customs warehousing 
#### Using inward processing for imported CBAM goods
If you’re using inward processing to process or repair CBAM goods, these goods may contribute towards the registration threshold if they’re released into free circulation in the UK, depending on the type of CBAM goods that leave the processing procedure.
If a CBAM good enters an inward processing procedure and it’s processed into another CBAM good that is imported into the UK (you pay any customs duties due, and they’re released into free circulation), the whole value of the imported CBAM good will count towards the registration threshold.

If a CBAM good enters an inward processing procedure and it’s processed into a non-CBAM good that is imported to the UK (you not pay any customs duties due, and they’re released into free circulation), only the value of the portion of the ‘original’ good which makes up the ‘processed’ non-CBAM good will count towards the registration threshold.

Find out about using inward processing to process or repair your goods.
#### Using outward processing for imported CBAM goods
If you’re using outward processing to process CBAM goods outside of the UK, these goods may contribute towards the registration threshold if they’re reimported and released into free circulation in the UK, depending on the value of CBAM goods that re-enter the UK.
CBAM goods can be exported for processing outside of the UK either:
· under the outward processing procedure (in Great Britain)
· when they leave Northern Ireland for processing in the EU before returning to Northern Ireland
If you re-import the processed CBAM goods into the UK, they’ll contribute towards the registration threshold if they’re released into free circulation in the UK.
The difference in value between the original CBAM goods before you exported them outside of the UK, and the processed CBAM goods re-imported into the UK, will count towards the registration threshold.
For example, the:
· CBAM goods original value was £70,000
· value of the processed CBAM goods is now £130,000
· difference in value of £60,000 will count towards the registration threshold
## Check if you need to register
If your imported CBAM goods contribute towards the £50,000 registration threshold, you must register when the following conditions apply.
### You expect to import CBAM goods from 1 January 2027
If, from 1 January 2027, you expect to import CBAM goods into the UK worth £50,000 or more in the next 30 days you may be liable to register for the tax from the date you know you’re going to import the goods.
For example, if on 1 January 2027 you know that you’ll be importing CBAM goods into the UK worth £60,000 on 14 January 2027, you’ll be liable to register for the tax on 1 January 2027.  
### You’ve imported CBAM goods after 1 January 2027
On the first day of each month, check whether you’ve imported £50,000 or more of CBAM goods into the UK in the previous 12 months.
If you have, you may be liable to register for CBAM from the date your imports met the £50,000 registration threshold.
For example, on 1 April 2028:
· you check if in the last 12 months (from 31 March 2027 up to and including 1 April 2028) you've imported CBAM goods into the UK
· the CBAM goods were imported on 5 May 2027, 3 June 2027 and 1 January 2028
· the total value of those CBAM goods on 1 January 2028 is £70,000
· you're liable to register for the tax on 1 January 2028
### If both conditions apply
If both conditions apply, you must use the earliest date on which you become liable for CBAM as your registration start date. 
### How long you’ll have to register
If you become liable to register:
· in the first calendar year of CBAM, which is from 1 January 2027 to 31 December 2027, you’ll have until 31 January 2028 to register
· from 1 January 2028, you’ll have 30 days from the date that you become liable to register
### If you do not register when you should
HMRC may charge you a penalty if you do not register for CBAM when you should, or do not register on time (known as failure to notify).
Find out more about compliance checks: penalties for failure to notify — CC/FS11.
## How to register for CBAM
You'll be able to register from 1 January 2028.
Find out which records you must keep to register for CBAM.
## Get help and support
To get help or support:
· telephone [dedicated telephone line?]
· email [email address?]
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